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Cooperative Asricultural Hxtension’ Work is growing. “Et was & My al 
lion dollar organization in 1945 and promises to be at least a 60: million: 
dollar organization by 1950. Ree aes Mira aad . a eae a 


It now has a scientific force’ of over 95 500 men and women-‘on its 
teaching staff with the prospect: that this staff will: be increased Syne 
or 3 thousand more men, and women’ in the near future.’ There is every rea- 
son to. believe that Yaw Club work will share in this increase’ in a sub- — 
stantial way in both funds and staff. Our concern is’ that in this further 
growth of. Extension there ‘be no loss: of enthusiasm, ‘constructive helpful- 
ness, and the nissionary spirit of nee aah in either junior or adult work. 


Orgnniza tions generally are most friendly, are most a hight atic sha: 
have the greatest désire to be useful and constructive in their youths. 
With the coming of wealth, steff and maturity there is sometimes a tendency 
to grow smug and careless in service and “Ke Look upon mene worl asia job 
rather than an opportunity. : : 


Extension's strength up to now has beenlargely in its rélatively slow 
growth in both funds and teaching staff. Ve have had to prove, as we went 
along, our usefulnéss to agriculture, homenaking and thé-public. Moderate 
yearly srowth has enabled us to absorb promising men and women into:the. 
‘Extension teaching staff and imbue then with ideals of service tovrural- 
people and o . philosophy of rural life and living. Rural people have had’ 
time to Chile with us in Extension, to take “be in Extension plans, and 
to grow with us in ‘all phases of Extension work. All of-these eoitonin 
hove helped in the building of a cooperative organizatidén that has mee 
ily grown in usefulness and public favor, end in the confidence of the 
Pte Oacoietl ve. Extension has won a good name for itself over the 
past 30 years ond is destined to large future usefulness and accomnlish-. 
ment. 


Agricultural Extension work is a practical school*for over 30 million 
rural people in the United States, By eRONe of whom is entitled to receive 
its teachings in'a way that will meet his or her needs. Unhampered. by | 
text books and lectures, Extension meets rural needs by putting the oil on 
where the squeak is., The rural man or women, boy or girl learn by doing 


the job rather than. by reading about 155: 102 ppenns be ee about. it in lectures. 
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This is the unique feature of. Extension} this is tas gives it strength 
and makes it effective. «Pe 


Suddenly a new thing has come into the world. Something that is to 
affect all our thinking, all our plans, all our future Extension work. 
Through the studies of our men and women of science we have learned how 
to utilize the forces of nature to destroy whee cities - possibly even 
whole nations in a moment-of time, 


Thus far in our newer knowledge, we have learned how to destroy. In 
the world immediabely ahead of us we must learn how to create, build and 
live together in peace, mutual respect and good will, if we are to survive. 
There is a sword of Damocles hanging over our heads that no power can re- 
move except the power of mutual understanding, good will and the Golden 
Rule, The threat.of the atomic tomb compels us to build a greater spiri- 
tual world or perish from the earth. 


We have always stood for the building of rural men and women of in- 
tegrity and character in our Extension work, along with teaching better 
ways of growing corn and cotton and preparing better balanced meals, and 
raising better hogs and poultry. In the years ahead of us we shall have 
to continue these matters in our teaching and add to them the building of 
good will among men and the neighborly concepts and brotherhood of man. 
For what would it profit us to learn all agriculture and homemaking the 
better way if at the same time we do, wijustly, quarrel with our neighbors, 
and yield to the impulse to war and fail to drop the first atomic bombs. 
Peace treaties and agreements between nations are scraps of paper unless 
there are men of good will and integrity behind them. 


If we meet the need in the present ean righteousness and peace 
must be a part of the future of Extension teaching in still greater degree 
than ever before, 


Perhavs Agricultural Extension can be one of the largest of all agen- 
cies in helping keep the peace of the world. Most of the nations of the 
earth are now developing or looking forward to developing agricultural Ex- 
tension Services in their own countries. Many of the nations aro sending 
representatives to the United States to study our cooperative agricultural 
Extension system. We have opportunity -to help guide the thinking of these 
men and women whose clients make up over half the people of the world. If 
we can give them a vision of better agriculture and homemaking, combined 
with the Golden Rule, what an opportunity for the Extension Services of 
America ror ie on Hone the welfare of ourselves and of the world. 


In better homes lies the great finden basis for a better nation 
and a better world, HelPing to build better homes in rural America is 
one of the first concerns of all Extension forces-—county agents, home 
demonstration agents, 4+H ‘Club agents, Extension specialists, supervisors 
and directors. 


We may improve farming and household mechanics in our Extension ef- 
forts and attain to a high state of perfection in these fields, but if we 


SY¢LI9 


is es heat 


fail to build homes where pointe Nl and righteousness and love for 
family anc concern for: neighbor are, ‘wé have failed ate the most signifi- 
cant: aspect of our Extension teaching and. in the “opportunity before us. 


The sans fielesth aie hates paiva ees ie the understanding individual and 
the understanding .family;}. sand the.unders standing family. is. largely. based 
on what is put into the hearts of men*and women in their youth; - and while 
Extension work ‘with youth is thé concern of the “whole Extension staff, it 
is the special concern of 4H. Glub forcéss' How ‘essential that every 44H 
Club agent have beauty and! “truth and intégrity ‘ane the building of fine 
“families in his. or her. heart; for palettes teaching only comes pee an 
ovens Kovels. end Lh gibiceagsaamnas titan adele 

ae we can ‘ait inte ie beants and’ ininds of rural aN the things 
that go into. the making of -great homes; we will go a, long way toward solv- 
ing the problems and keeping the péacé of ‘the world. The good home is 
based on a mother of sympathy, tenderness and love; a mother who knows the 
place of cleanliness, orderliness and peace in the home. It is based on 
a father who is capable and fair, who deals justly and carries the light 
of ‘honor in his eyes. The good home is a home with children-in it, chil- 
dren who are early taught the precepts of Christ, who learn the beauty of 
the clear mindy. the fair and hanest way, the considerat e, and. reverent. way. 
- The good home is based: on play end la race music, and song within it, 
‘where trust’ and meteRce: | SV Giirssi) ree Le Rage 


The good home is tacos on ceparte for each member of the family, a shar- 
ing of responsibility, planning.arid income. Within the good home-are found 
‘hospitality, reverence, charity, the Samaritan ‘concept of sig re ORES 


We in ‘Extension help. increase Pose, efficiency ‘end farm income, x et the: 
final: end that’ we may have these fine homes. Future human life on: the~:..° 
earth in most men! s thinking today is dependent on the ability of the, 
church, the school, the Extension Services of the nation to. build these °’ 
homes, and ‘the YH Club staff which deals with youth holds a key position’. 
in the Extension Service for the training of all rural’ boys and aime to 
become competent, understanding heads - ra ie 


Now there is another thought I want to get before this group closely 
related to €l1 I have bem saying about the home. | It. is, this--if we are 
going to teach and train youth, we must ourselves. have. had. effective: edu- 

cational and spiritual training. Effective teaching—-teaching: that: pre- | 
pares men to ‘live with each other comes not’ only from the head but equally 
from the heart. We as Extension teachers need not only the training we 
get in our colleges of agriculture, in subject matter, in,a Uavear. course, 
but we need also training in the things that help make us cultured, draman ! 
beings mindful ofthe rights of others--training that, comes. from: being ° 
brought. up in good. homes, on farms, attendance at high schools, - and:*col—' : - 
lege; ‘with post graduate: work in vhilosophy, morals, the arts, history, 
and jiterature and religion. I do not know how effective, the Bible ‘study 
work of the various churches'is that are centered around many of our ~. 


ae ee 


universities, and which is offered to students; but. I think ‘every student 
preparing for agricultural Extension teaching ought to have had some 
training in these matters and themselves live the life he or she teaches. 


By 1950 there will be 1,500 to 2,000 or more replacement and new Ex- 
tension agents taken on each year. So far as I am: aware, .there are no 
agricultural colleges or other institutions giving anywhere near ade- 
quate. courses for the training of these. agents. _I know of no more impor- 
tant job before Extension directors. and the Extension forces than to bring 
this situation to the attention of agricultural college presidents ond 
make arrangements for the more adequate training of cooperative agricul- 
-tural Extension forces, both men and women. If Extension is to continue 
to grow, it must show by the quality of its teaching that it is worthy to 
grow, end no one can put to better use this advance training than WH Club 
forces. They deal with yout and as you. train youth so is the femity of 
the nation trained. 


Now far Jaieebarenaet of some of the saben would leave on your 
mind: ar 


We are becoming big and affluent in Extension. We are increasing our 
funds and staff rapidly. It is the danger period in our life. Let's never 
forget ours is a mission rather than a job. Our work is service to the 
whole nation and especially to rural people. We want to help rural people 
develop and grow into an efficient, cducated people who enjoy their work 
and share with all others in the comforts, culture, and joys of life. let's 
not hurry our work but build soundly as we gO. 7 


There -is a new force come into the world that threatens human exist- 
ence. If we continue the old way of quarreling and war, the nations of © 
the earth are likely to disappear. The brotherhood of man, the Golden 
Rule, must be increasingly in the hearts and actions of men if. we are to 
live. How to grow food and how ‘to live together - must go hand in Berit in 
our Extension Seachings 


cverahsn has a4 part with the schools - and. : he ptiaieuiaee in: Ses itne 
these matters. 


The ‘beginning of lasting peace lies isd the shone Homers + « Tt is Ex- 
tension's high privilege to help build homes of understanding, coopera- 
tion, and integrity, where reverence and tolerance abound, There is no 
bigger Jo wRbOne it, 


While all Extension forces are concerned in building great homes in 
America, it is the special privilege of 4+H Club forces to teach the how 
‘and the' significance of good homes to all. the youth of rural America. As 
GEESE RIUEE are: sceneries SO. wil rural homes and many urban homes iene 


Extension wibetes in Aveta is abemaio vias students from all over the 
world. To the extent that Extension work here is successful it will have 
world influence; for more than half the world is rural. If Extension can 
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influence that half, only, it will have made a great contribution to the 
moral strength and peace of the world. But when we train rural youth, 

we also train for the cities since in America practically half the rural 
youth migrate to the cities carrying with them their culture, their ideals, 
their religion and their thinking, 


There is a great future before Extension; but the emphasis of the 
future will be somewhat differently placed than in the past. To learn how 
to live together is even more important than to learn how to increase our 
income. We must look more fully to our homes and our youth and work with 
our Extension directors and college presidents to provide courses of train- 
ing that will still better fit our minds and our hearts to do the work of 
the nation and the world before us. We are a key group. We must help 
preserve civilization, and UH Olub forces who deal with youth may well 
take the lead in this vital work. let's help build great rural homes. 
Let's give our Extension staff the best training there is. 
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